LADS' CLUB
was the most unselfish of men and devoted most of his free time to the Hugh Oldham Lads* Club in Ancoats, Manchester, of which he was Honorary Secretary for 21 years. This Club is connected with the Manchester Grammar School, and Ancoats was then one of the most shimmy districts in Manchester. My brother, who was a bachelor, was engaged all day in business, but used to spend regularly four evenings a week at the Club. He was a great lover of boys and very successful in his dealings with them. His method was very simple ; he never gave lectures or made speeches, but just talked with the boys one by one. Above all, the boys always knew where they could find him if they were in any difficulty and wanted his help. Playing-fields near Manchester could not be got except at very considerable expense, and the Club had to be content with derelict pieces of land on which " soccer " could be played after a fashion, though cricket was impossible. In games which did not require playing-fields the Club was very successful. Open championships in long-distance races, both swimming and running, were won by boys who had been at the Club, where their swimming had been done in municipal baths, and their running by racing through the streets of Manchester at night. As these long races require special powers of endurance, this shows that even the slums of a large town may produce boys of as good physique as any in the country. My brother was very fond of chess, and he managed to impart his fondness for it to a good many of his boys at the Club. A great event in the Club life was the annual camp, when the boys camped out for a week in the country or at the seaside. The preparation for the housing, feeding, entertaining and providing for the many contingencies which were likely to arise, for a camp of five or six hundred boys, was a very 235